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Preface

The Actinides clearly represent an extremely important part
of inorganic chemistry but the radioactive nature of most
of them means that, aside perhaps from uranium, they can
only be explored in laboratories that are especially set up
to deal with such dangerous materials. Thus such studies
are limited to a comparatively few laboratories around the
world.

Yet, we can expect that these elements will provide us with
an extraordinary diversity of behavior similar to, if not more
extensive than, the Lanthanides which are rapidly growing in
importance and potential application. Study of the Actinides
also provides a basis for the future studies of even heavier ele-
ments, not yet discovered, that theory suggests may have longer
lifetimes.

This issue of Coordination Chemistry Reviews collects
together various aspects of the chemistry of the Actinides to
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provide a current brief to our readership of the present status of
the field. The volume contains a wide range of articles from what
might be termed classical coordination chemistry, through spe-
ciation and separation, catalysis, structural chemistry, gas phase
studies, solution chemistry, thermodynamics, quantum mechan-
ical aspects, various spectroscopies and even the biocoordination
of uranium, etc.

I thank our contributors and hope that our readership will find
this collection both entertaining and valuable.
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